
On-the-Ground Monitoring 
Letters from Georgia ForestWatch volunteers 
To U.S. Forest Service district ranger 
ISSUE: Anderson Creek ORV Area 
 
2002 Letter: 
Cashes Cash 
District Ranger Toccoa District 
Blue Ridge, GA         February 19, 2002 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to have met with you, Rick and Becky out at the Anderson Creek 
ORV Trail Area last week. We saw a lot of illegal user created trails and a great deal of damage 
to riparian areas. Dozens of illegal 4 wheeler trails. All signage destroyed. Destroyed Carsonites 
littered the area. Beer cans and garbage were everywhere. We also looked at the Anderson Creek 
'public road' which intersects the terminus of FS-357.We walked down this environmental 
nightmare a short ways and viewed two of the twelve stream crossings. We saw two new 'user 
created' illegal 4 wheeler trails off of the Anderson Creek 'public road'. These were both newly 
created by 4 wheeler enthusiasts in the last several years. 
 
I feel that the Forest Service is in violation of a number of laws for having created this ORV trail 
area and then failed to monitor the use, enforce regulations, halt illegal user created trails and 
prevent resource destruction. As I have hunted in this area for the past two decades I have 
personally witnessed and documented illegal trails being created by users that are now eroding 
trenches. You mentioned the unfortunate reality that there has been no money for this 
enforcement, regulation, monitoring and resource protection. I pointed out that on the Shawnee 
N. F. in March of 1998 The United States District Court for the Southern District of Illinois 
ordered the Forest Service to halt all ATV use in the Forest because of their failure/inability to 
perform these functions. 
  
I sincerely hope that working together along with the ORV club out of Atlanta that you 
mentioned that we can restore this area to lawful activity, provide a safe, enjoyable non resource 
damaging trail system and not have to resort to the courts. I will attempt to list below the points 
that we discussed and I think we came to an agreement on.  
 
1. There has to be law enforcement. At present your local LEO points out quite correctly that 

with all the signage destroyed it is impossible for him to write a ticket as the perpetrator 
could claim ignorance as to what is a legal or illegal trail. In truth any person over the age of 
8 should be able to realize that riding a 4 wheeler up and down a creek is illegal. You came 
up with a simple cost effective solution that could be implemented immediately. Post 
Carsonites on all the illegal trails hopefully with the help of the ORV club (GARTA?) You 



mentioned that it might be necessary to check with law enforcement to see exactly what 
stickers should be posted on these Carsonites to make the closure legally enforceable. I 
mentioned that I would weld up and donate a Carsonite driver to the club. These signs would 
have to be put back up as they are destroyed. All of these illegal trails would of course be 
permanently closed when the rehabilitation project funded by the T21 money kicks in. This is 
such a major problem that I would hope that the Region could get involved and assign 
additional law enforcement on a special need basis. Single person law enforcement in such a 
lawless area is dangerous.  

 
2.    We looked at the terminus of Forest Service 357 where the notorious Anderson Creek 

'public road' crosses on its way from highway 52 to High Shoals Church and its junction with 
FS 46. Rick acknowledged that the Forest Service built and owns 357. You and Rick stated 
that the Forest Service accepts Gilmer Counties' assertion that this pig trail is a 'public road'. 
We all walked some distance down this road. We witnessed two illegal user created trails 
branching off the 'public road' that are adding even more silt to the Duff Creek (a major 
tributary to Anderson Creek and at one time one of my favorite Trout streams -- all the pools 
are now filled with silt from this road).We witnessed massive amounts of silt in the creek. 
Further down this 'road' beyond where we walked the 'road' actually runs in the creek bed for 
several hundred feet and there are several more illegal new user created trails. All of this is 
on USFS property. I would think that the private property owners downstream would have a 
legal action against the Forest Service for this. I am surprised that this has not happened. I am 
glad that I do not own any property downstream from this eroding nightmare. At present this 
section of the 'road' passes through two land lots of Forest Service land and this section is 
designated as one of the Anderson Creek ATV trails. The plan for rehabilitating this area 
which was scoped a year ago would remove this trail. In other words, though the Forest 
Service would continue to accept this pig trail as a public road, it would no longer be 
designated as an ATV/ORV trail. Due to the enormous riparian damage that is occurring 
right now, that we all witnessed I recommend that this be removed as an ATV trail 
immediately. No more maps should be handed out similar to the one I picked up the other 
day that show this section of 'road' as an ORV trail. This cannot wait for the decision notice 
for the entire rehabilitation project. Ample precedent exists for this. The entire Beasley Knob 
Area is closed for the winter /rehabilitation at present. This land needs some immediate care. 

  
3 Alcohol use. Georgia Forest Watch has set up a test plot on FS 357 and counted beer cans 

and concluded that on the entire length of the road there are 7500 empty beer cans. One has 
to assume that this beer was consumed before the cans were discarded. The Off Road Vehicle 
Use brochure published by the Forest Service that contains the maps for the areas states "Do 
not operate a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or drugs". Perhaps only the 
passengers are drinking though wouldn't that violate the state of Georgia's open container law? 

 
4 Noise. There is a Supervisor’s Order signed by George Martin in 1994 which restricts noise 

from ATV/ORVs to 86 decibels at 35 mph at a distance of 50 feet. One only has to visit this 
area during Turkey season on a pretty spring Sunday to realize that many machines violate 
this rule. In talking with 4 wheeler users about why their machines are so loud I have been 
told that they have replaced their stock mufflers with louder ones. Why? I cannot imagine. 
There seems to be sufficient noise in this world already. What can be done about this? 



5 You mentioned that you would write your decision notice approving the rehabilitation project 
in such a manner as to allow some flexibility as to the scope of the work. This is an excellent 
idea as user created 4 wheeler trails are springing up on a regular basis. I am certain that 
between the time of our visit last week and the commencement of the work there will be 
additional trails. 

 
6 You mentioned perhaps blazing the new trails with paint. I think this is a fine idea. A definite 

route hard to miss as opposed to signs which can be destroyed. 
 
7 Signage. When we reached the end of FS 357 we were at the original parking lot for the 

Anderson Creek ORV trail area where at one time there was a bulletin board with a map and 
instructions for ORV users. Becky noticed it was gone. It has been destroyed for years. Gone 
without a trace. What can be done to create a new bulletin board at the new parking lot at 
Bird Gap that will survive? Build it out of Titanium or concrete? Have other areas of the 
Forest or region come up with a solution? 

 
8 Potential new illegal user created trails. At this moment there is a brand new trail being cut 

out from the ORV area down into the head of Bucktown Creek. This is off the ‘road’ that 
forks to the left from Byrd Gap where we met. We walked a ways down this road and viewed 
a 4 wheeler mud bog up a steep slope that had plugged a culvert and was washing the road 
out. I attached a picture of this with my earlier e-mail. This road is not classified though Rick 
acknowledged that it had been improved and Culverts added to serve as a haul road for 
several timber sales in 1994. In at least one instance these improvements consisted of a 
complete realignment (re-routing). It appears that the Forest Service no longer claims an 
interest in this ‘road’ and Rick mentioned that he viewed it as a public road. This ‘road’ 
needs further analysis. The two headwater forks of Bucktown Creek are a Georgia Mountain 
Treasure Area with significant Old Growth characteristics. Many ancient trees. The Forest 
Service had a clear cut in one area in here 25 years ago and the old haul road has been cut 
open and is being used. This illegal trail has reached the riparian area along the stream and 
will undoubtedly continue to expand. This despite a very clear posting of “no motor 
vehicles…foot travel welcome”. There is also an on going effort to create a new 4 wheeler 
trail off of the Anderson Creek public road. This is happening at the forks of Duff Creek. A 
band new user created trail is being pushed up the left fork of Duff Creek. (This is the stem 
that FS 357 crosses where the 4 wheelers have been riding up and down the road bank and up 
the creek and under the road thro the Culvert!) This trail already contains several mud bogs 
where they are riding in and out of the creek. 

 
There are several other developing problem areas including the waterfall area on Anderson 
Creek that I mentioned. With the help of several other Georgia Forest Watch members I 
intend to make a complete map of the illegal trails in the area. I will have this done in the 
next several weeks and I hope that I can get in to see you, Rick and your road engineer Don 
Vaughters to compare this map with the information that you have. 
 
 
 



2003 Letter: 
Cashes Cash 
District Ranger Toccoa District 
Blue Ridge, GA         July 20, 2003 
 
    Please find attached some pictures of what some people view as THE 'old road' in the 
Anderson Creek area. This 'road' begins at SR 52 close to the Gilmer /Dawson County line, next 
to what used to be Plumley's Apple House and is now a motorcycle shop. The 'road' is nothing 
more than an eroding trench as it winds it way between fenced pastures and private land 1.95 
miles to a crossing of Anderson Creek. From this point the road proceeds .99 miles through Land 
Lot 274 which is privately owned until it reaches the boundary of Land Lot 273 at approximately 
16S 749243  /  3832529 which is the beginning of Forest Service land. From this point the 'road' 
begins a steep ascent alongside and in many places IN Little Anderson Creek (alternately known 
as Duff Creek or Klotz Creek) for 1.43 miles to the terminus of FS road 357. At one time this 
'road' went on to High Shoals Church off of FS- 46 north of Amicalola Sate Park but a short 
distance past its intersection with FS-357 this old 'road' enters Dawson County and a private 
landowner blocked the 'road' off many years ago. Random ATV trails have been created here by 
users but ORVs and ATVs use FS-357 (which is not designated for ATV use) to reach FS 357 A 
(which is illegally designated as part of the Anderson Creek ATV trail system) and then ride 
around to High Shoals church and on to FS-46 and beyond as I indicated in a recent e-mail. 
 
    The section of the old 'road' that stretches from the boundary of Land Lots 274/273 to the end 
of FS 357 is unbelievably still indicated as an ATV trail on the CONF ATV maps for the 
Anderson Creek ATV trail area even though it is in the creek in many places and violates every 
guideline and screening criteria imaginable. This section was to be removed as an ATV trail in a 
proposal to rehabilitate this area scoped in February of 2001. No action has ever been taken on 
this proposal. Little Anderson Creek has been destroyed as a result of ATV / ORV activity near 
and in the Creek on this 'road'. I used to catch Trout out of this creek 20 years ago. There was 
very little traffic on this 'road' but the explosion of ATV use since the Anderson Creek ATV area 
was created has destroyed this watershed. Huge deposits of silt in all the former pools. In many 
cases the massive loads of silt have blocked the normal flow of the creek and turned it into the 
'road' thus creating even more erosion. I would very much like to tour this section with a USFS 
biologist. 
 
    At every point on this section of 'road' down Little Anderson Creek that ATVs could have 
created other trails they have. Land Lot 274 which is privately owned and a beautiful old farm 
and relatively level has been ravaged with garbage strewn everywhere, posted signs torn off and 
user created trails emanating in every direction with all the inevitable gullies and erosion. These 
ATVs are emanating from the Anderson Creek ATV area. The Forest Service has visited a pox 
upon its neighbors. The Anderson Creek watershed was at one time one of the finest trout 
streams in North Georgia. Famous. It is being destroyed by this ATV activity. The flood control 
lake just a few miles downstream from the area is nearly filled with silt and this in a watershed 
that is nearly totally controlled by the Forest Service. The Anderson Creek flood control lake has 
filled in faster than many other flood control lakes in this county that have had massive private 
development in their watersheds. This is an indictment of the USFS and a disgrace. The steep 



Anderson Creek watershed with it s many streams and clay soils is an inappropriate place for an 
ATV area and should be closed immediately.  
 
If I can be of any assistance with more pictures, maps or guided tours please feel free to call me. 
  
 

      
Senseless destruction of private property on LL 274 
 
 

  
Anderson Creek 'public road' bleeds silt into Little Anderson Creek 



                    
Massive inflows of silt divert Little Anderson Creek into 'old ' road 
 
 

 
'Old road' on USFS land washes into little Anderson Creek 


