
 

      LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND  

       Preserving the Best of the American Outdoors 
    

                

 

FY 2010 Land Acquisition Requests 

U.S.D.A. Forest Service, Southern Region 

Chattahoochee & Oconee National Forests 
 

State of Georgia Legislators: 

 

U.S. House of Representatives: 

Congressional District -   3 - Lynn A. Westmoreland 

Congressional District -   8 - Jim Marshall 

Congressional District -   9 - Nathan Deal 

Congressional District - 10 - Paul C. Broun 

Congressional District - 11 - Phil Gingrey 

 

U.S. Senators: 

 Saxby Chambliss 

Johnny Isakson 

 

L& WCF Appropriation History:  

 

Appropriations received 2002-2008 $7,161,839 Acres: 1,520.13 

2009 Appropriation $0 Acres: 0 

2010 Request $5,000,000 Acres: 900 

Remaining to acquire $15,000,000 Acres: 5,000 

 

 

INTRODUCTION : 
 

Both the Agencyôs USDA Forest Service Strategic Plan and the Forestôs Land and 

Resource Management Plan include goals for obtaining additional lands that improve 

watershed and other natural resource conditions, reduce agency management costs, and 

provide additional outdoor recreational opportunities for the American public. 

 

Funding for proposed 2010 L&WCF acquisitions is for the acquisition of a few privately 

owned tracts that already border, and/or are totally surrounded, by federally owned lands 

within the Chattahoochee & Oconee National Forests.  The watersheds contained within 

these two forests supply the drinking water for the largest urban areas in the entire State 

of Georgia.  Lands along these riparian systems also provide unexcelled recreational 

opportunities for visitors, and are critical habitats for many rare, threatened, endangered, 

or sensitive plant and animal species. 
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Most of the federal acreage contained within Congressô proclamation boundary for the 

Chattahoochee National Forest is a relatively short drive from metropolitan Atlanta, 

which has an estimated population of nearly 5,300,000 residents.  Similarly, the city of 

Macon is just south of the Oconee National Forest and has a population estimated to be 

just under 400,000 residents.  In the past decade or two, both Atlanta and Macon have 

significantly expanded in directions toward these two national forests. 

 

Because of this type influence most vacant, privately owned parcels are under intense 

pressure to become rural residential developments or recreational residential (2
nd

 homes) 

as people move from surrounding urban areas such as Atlanta, Macon, Athens, Augusta, 

Dalton, Gainesville, and Chattanooga in order to escape city life and all its pressures.  

Unfortunately, the tracts that are often most desirable for private development are those 

fronting along our sensitive riparian systems.  The cumulative impact from this 

development and population growth is undeniably having an adverse impact on water, 

soil, and certain animal and plant species.  On the other hand, these type tracts usually 

provide superior recreational opportunities for public land users, but once they are 

developed most types of outdoor recreational uses are lost in perpetuity. 

 

For these reasons, the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests respectfully submits the 

following projects within these watersheds for FY 2010 L&WCF. 

 

ETOWAH RIVER WATERSHED:  
 

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and U.S. Forest Service have jointly and successfully 

worked together within this important riparian system for several years.  The Etowah 

River is vitally important to the regionôs public water supply.  The water in Lake 

Al latoona is supplied mainly by the Etowah River.  This lake is located in northwest 

metro Atlanta and provides about forty three million gallons of water each day to the 

Cobb County Water Authority alone.  Recreational use during certain years on Lake 

Allatoona has been higher than on any of the other 450 Corps of Engineers projects in the 

entire United States according to some reports.  The Etowah River also provides the 

water for Cartersville, Georgia, and is one of the few tributaries that form the Coosa 

River, which eventually flows west into the State of Alabama. 

 

A map is attached to this report which demonstrates some of the key accomplishments we 

have achieved to date in this riparian system.  The Etowah River, and its tributaries, 

provide habitat for many aquatic animal and plant species, including at least 16 listed as 

threatened or endangered.  This list includes nine fish (four of which exist only in the 

Etowah River basin), five mussels, a species of snail, and a certain type of mayfly which 

is very important to the life cycle of trout inhabiting this system.  The Etowah Darter is 

listed as endangered and is found only in this drainage. 

 

We now have an opportunity to purchase a 129-acre tract that is currently on the open 

market and contains Ward Creek, a primary tributary of the Etowah River watershed.  

This tract already adjoins the national forest, is well within an area known to have rare 

and threatened plant and animal species, and includes nearly one mile of double frontage 
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along the main channel of Ward Creek.  The U.S.D.A. Soil Survey for the drainage area 

containing Ward Creek identifies it as a strong perennial stream with significant, 

adjacent, wetland acreage also being located on the property.  This tract is only situated 

just over one mile north of the Etowah River. An L&WCF purchase of this property will 

go a very long way in supporting the significant contributions already made by our 

partner, TNC. TNC has secured millions of dollars and hundreds of acres in this area and 

has oftentimes donated acreage to the Agency outright, or at a bargain price. 

 

The current owners have indicated a willingness to work with us and will take the 129-

acre property off the market if L&WCF funds can be secured. This is a very welcome 

gesture, since there are some upscale rural residential developments already in close 

proximity, and there is no doubt that this tract along Ward Creek will be bought and most 

likely converted to a use incompatible with our recent conservation efforts on nearby and 

adjoining lands. In addition, an acquisition of this property will eliminate thousands of 

feet of national forest property lines and over a dozen corners, which will significantly 

reduce ongoing management costs for the Agency. In contrast, the Agency will incur 

very little cost in order to make this fine recreational property accessible, safe, and usable 

to the general public. The current price for this tract is $2,059,000. Given the abundance 

of wetlands and the certainty that the tract will eventually be developed, there is a strong 

possibility that the purchase can be leveraged somewhat by wetland mitigation funds 

from the Georgia Land Trust Service Center for the purchase of these streamside lands. 

 

There are two other noteworthy tracts downstream from the Ward Creek property that are 

involved in ongoing discussions and negotiations between the owner(s) and TNC.  These 

parcels are known as the Dunn Tract (60 ± acres) and Noblin Tract (80 ± acres).  Each of 

these tracts fronts along the Etowah River and both are unfortunately going to be offered 

to the market for sale in the near future.  Given the river access, odds are high that these 

two tracts will be developed and converted to uses that are also incompatible with the 

Agencyôs forest management goals.  Conversely, the acquisition of both these properties 

will  fully meet the Chattahoochee National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan 

objectives, and will protect the significant investment we have already made in 

improving water quality with past acquisitions along the Etowah River drainage system. 

 

All three of these projects have extensive partnership and cost sharing potential.  TNC is 

negotiating a purchase price for the Dunn and Noblin tracts and there are strong prospects 

that the Georgia Land Trust Service Center will provide funding to help offset acquisition 

and purchase costs for these two riverfront tracts also.  The Noblin family has indicated a 

definite willingness to work with us, but wants the assurance of L&WCF funding for the 

balance of the purchase price, which is yet to be contractually determined.  Based on 

ongoing discussions and consultations with TNC, we estimate the price will be within 

10% of $1,500,000.  The purchase price for the Dunn Tract will be somewhat less, due to 

fewer acres, and probably within 10% of $1,200,000. 

 

All three of these tracts along the Etowah River watershed provide excellent hiking, cold 

water fishing, camping, hunting, wildlife watching, and picnicking opportunities on the 

Chattahoochee National Forest. All three tracts would require a low initial cost to 
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improve the access conditions and infrastructure systems already present. Given rapidly 

growing urban populations in the eastern and southern United States, both the need for 

recreational opportunities and the potential for damage from intense use on existing lands 

have increased. These three proposed acquisitions are all located in Lumpkin County, 

which is connected to Atlanta via Georgia Highway 400, a four lane highway that 

facilitates a rapid travel time from this mountainous area of north Georgia to the stateôs 

capital city.  This ease of access creates a situation where all three tracts are highly 

susceptible to the threat of land conversion. 

 

Watershed protection in the Etowah River basin is supported by local grassroots 

organizations, including The Upper Etowah River Alliance, whose members include area 

farmers, landowners, and business leaders; local water and sewer authorities; land trusts 

and certain local federal and state agencies.  The Georgia Department of Transportation 

recently purchased 500 ± acres just upriver from the Dunn Tract.  This significant parcel 

is used as a wetlands mitigation site. This tract will be entirely donated to the Forest 

Service when mitigation projects are completed in the next few years.  The value of this 

conveyance to the federal government alone is estimated to exceed $7,000,000. 

 

Our partnership is working to implement a sustainable development and preservation 

plan in this region, and protection of the Etowah River headwaters is essential for the 

success of these efforts and to sustain the value of dollars invested on past projects.  The 

purchase of the Ward Creek, Dunn, and Noblin tracts will provide definite continuity and 

connectivity to these past projects and will serve to support ongoing efforts by TNC and 

the Forest Service to protect water quality, threatened plant and animal species, and the 

outdoor recreational activities in the Etowah River drainage and north Georgia region. 

 

CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER WATERSHED :  
 

Very few rivers have been the topic of so many news headlines as the Chattahoochee.  

This river is a principal water source and is used or impacts environmental and 

economical conditions in several southern states.  The river flows for several hundred 

miles through Georgia and forms much of the common boundary line between the states 

of Alabama and Georgia.  Residents of Atlanta, Georgia rely on the Chattahoochee River 

for drinking water as do many industrial and manufacturing firms for the production of 

goods.  Because of its significance, several conservation groups in the south have formed 

coalitions to protect sections of the river.  Reportedly, these groups have been able to 

generate around 100 million dollars to purchase land and conservation easements along 

the entire length of the river. 

 

Our partner, The Conservation Fund, has been working to acquire a 150-acre tract along 

Andrews Creek and some other secondary mountain streams.  The tract altogether 

provides protection of about 4,000 linear feet of creeks or streams.  Andrews Creek is a 

primary tributary that flows into the extreme upper headwaters of the Chattahoochee 

River, just on the eastern outskirts of the Mark Trail Wilderness Area. 
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This property is commonly referred to as the Dyer Tract and the acreage is completely 

surrounded by existing national forest lands, except for State Route 75 which fronts along 

most of the tractôs western boundary line.  This inholding is situated between Helen and 

Hiawassee, two Georgia mountain towns that rely heavily upon tourism and outdoor 

recreational activities associated with the Chattahoochee National Forest.  This property 

is undoubtedly within an area where privately owned land with nice features like the 

Dyer Tract is vigorously sought out and acquired by land developers. 

 

The Conservation Fund has secured around $700,000 in wetland mitigation funds from 

the Georgia Land Trust Service Center for the purchase of this tract that is a short 

distance upstream from the mighty Chattahoochee River.  The property could now be 

bought outright if $1,100,000 in L&WCF can be secured. 

 

The Dyer property will significantly reduce both long and short term management costs 

by eliminating thousands of feet of land lines and boundary corners.  In addition, the tract 

is already easily accessible by the general public and when acquired, will improve access 

conditions for the public into federally owned lands now already within the national 

forest system.  The Dyer tract is located in an area that provides excellent hunting, hiking, 

trout fishing, and camping opportunities. 

 

OCMULGEE  & OCONEE RIVER WATERSHEDS : 
 

The Oconee National Forest is located in the piedmont region of Georgia and protects 

significant stretches of the Oconee and Ocmulgee Rivers as well as several other large 

tributaries in the area.  The FY10 L&WCF nomination for this national forest is a tract 

just upstream from the Big Cedar Creek, a major tributary of Little River.  The Little 

River basin flows into Lake Sinclair, which was formed when the waters of the Oconee 

River were dammed during the 1950s. 

 

The Trust for Public Land (TPL) has been actively involved with acquiring certain 

privately owned tracts in and near the Oconee National Forest.  One of the largest 

inholdings located within the Forest is a 900 ± acre tract that is now owned by Plum 

Creek Timber Company.  This tract is also leased by the Georgia Department of Natural 

Resources and is managed as part of the Cedar Creek Wildlife Management Area.  TPL 

currently has the property under option and plans to eventually acquire the tract, possibly 

in a two phased purchase.  L&WCF monies are badly needed to facilitate an eventual 

acquisition of the whole tract for the Forest Service.  $3,000,000 is requested to complete 

the whole project and to prevent this tract from going back on the open market, possibly 

jeopardizing the preservation of this property.  If needed, odds are good that matching 

funds from the Georgia Land Trust Service Center can be obtained to shore up our 

L&WCF dollars.  The sum of these leveraged dollars will depend on the amount of 

wetland mitigation funds that have been placed into the account. 

 

Federal ownership of this total inholding tract will provide significant cost savings due to 

lands consolidation and continuity in this part of the Oconee National Forest.  It is 

essential to purchase this large unbroken inholding while it is still available at a 
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reasonable price in order to protect the integrity of the national forest.  This tract contains 

miles of important tributaries that flow into Big Cedar Creek and it is in an area already 

inhabited by the Red-Cockaded woodpecker and other types of threatened or endangered 

plants and animals.  In addition, this is an excellent outdoor recreational tract that will 

provide more hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, hiking, bird watching, horseback 

riding and swimming opportunities to the public. 

 

In recent years, the Georgia River Network has focused much of their attention on the 

Ocmulgee and Oconee River drainages.  This is due to high value recreational potential 

and significant historical resources associated with the riparian corridors of the rivers.  

This interest by agencies, citizens and businesses in the area has generated an effort to 

develop a stakeholder committee that will look at the long term protection of these 

corridors. The Forest Service will be an active partner is this effort, with the ongoing 

objective being to consolidate these lands and protect these unique riparian systems. 

 

CONASAUGA RIVER WATERSHED  
 

The Forest Service has been invited to purchase a 160-acre inholding tract directly from 

the landowner that is on the outskirts of the Cohutta Wilderness Area within the 

Chattahoochee National Forest. This tract can only be reached through a network of 

forest service roads but is less than one mile from the main channel of the Conasauga 

River.  This river is a very popular destination for outdoor recreational enthusiasts and 

provides aquatic habitat for dozens of fish and mussels, including two dozen that are 

federally listed as being rare or threatened. 

 

This property is being offered to the Agency for $240,000, or $1,500 per acre.  A price 

like this for land in northern Georgia is unheard of, and it behooves the Agency to buy 

this tract while an offer has been extended in such good faith.  The landowner has 

indicated that he prefers to work first with the Forest Service before looking at other 

alternatives such as placing the property onto the open market or into the hands of a real 

estate agent. 

 

Despite being located in a rugged, mountainous area of the national forest, the overall 

topography of this tract is good.  There are also some streams that eventually feed into 

the Conasauga River that add much appeal to the tract. 

 

HOLLY CREEK WATERSHED : 

 
TNC and the Forest Service have been working in the Holly Creek watershed for the past 

several years in an effort to consolidate federal lands and to protect critical habitat for 

three federally endangered species of fish and eleven endangered species of mussels.  

These species are located directly downstream from the existing forest boundary.  In the 

past, we have been successful in acquiring L&WCF funding to protect 459 ± acres and 

thousands of feet along the streamside of Holly Creek and its tributaries.  This effort has 

even been supported by a $1,000,000 grant from the Fish and Wildlife Service to TNC. 
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The McCrainie family has now decided to divest of about 1500 ± acres in the headwaters 

of Holly Creek.  The landowners are currently in ongoing negotiations with TNC to sell 

these properties in a long term phased project.  This project will be supported by Georgia 

Land Trust Service Center funding (an initial $500,000 is committed).  This tract is 

essential to protecting the integrity of the Holly Creek water quality and riparian system.  

The tract is being described within this FY10 report because of the important nature of 

this project and because in time it will quite possibly be elevated to a number one priority 

for the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest as negotiations unfold. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

Each of the proposed acquisitions will reduce costs for ongoing national forest 

management.  Each of the nominated tracts is an inholding and its acquisition will 

eliminate potential title claims, encroachments, and costs to process and administer 

easements and other special uses.  It is estimated that the savings in boundary line 

maintenance alone will be over $20,000 annually.  Future costs to possibly acquire 

easements into National Forest lands over and through the proposed acquisitions will be 

eliminated by their acquisition with FY10 L&WCF dollars. 

 

All of the aforementioned proposed land acquisitions meet strategic goals and objectives 

by preventing land conversion to incompatible uses, providing excellent and enhanced 

outdoor recreational opportunities for the public, and directly improve and protect 

riparian watershed conditions. Undoubtedly, these projects will move the Chattahoochee-

Oconee National Forest in the directions required by the USDA Forest Service Strategic 

Plan and the Forestôs Land and Resource Management Plan.  All of these projects clearly 

meet the seven minimum criteria for new projects as outlined within the L&WCF call 

letter prepared by Gregory C. Smith, National Director of Lands for the USDA Forest 

Service. 

 

There is strong and growing public concern over the intense development of vacant land 

within and adjacent to the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest boundaries. Very 

rarely do these developments positively benefit critical habitats and ecosystems.  Support 

for vacant land acquisitions by the Forest Service comes from local, state, regional and 

national organizations, including The Trust for Public Lands, The Nature Conservancy, 

The Conservation Fund, The Appalachian Trail Conference, Southern Environmental 

Law Center, Georgia Forest Watch, local Sportsmen, Trout Unlimited, The Wilderness 

Society, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, several local County Commissioners, 

Congressional Staffs, the University of Georgia, the Upper Etowah River Alliance, local 

business leaders, and the Georgia River Network. 
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