LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND
Preserving the Best of the American Outdoors

FY 2010 Land Acquisition Requests
U.S.D.A. Forest Service Southern Region
Chattahoochee & Oconee National Forests

State of Georgialegislators:

U.S. House oRepresentatives:
Congressional District 3 - Lynn A. Westmoreland
Congressional District 8 - Jim Marshall
Congressional District 9 - Nathan Deal
Congressional District 10 - Paul C. Broun
Congressional District11 - Phil Gingey

U.S. Senators:
Saxby Chambliss
Johnny Isakson

L& WCFE Appropriation History:

Appropriatons received 2002008 | $7,161,839 Acres:1,52Q13

2009 Appropriation $0 Acres: 0

2010 Request $5,000,000 Acres:900

Remaining to acquire $15,000,000 Acres:5,000
INTRODUCTION :

Both the A g e n dUBD@As Forest Service Strategic Plamdt h e F dane and 6 s
Resource Management Plamclude goals for obtaining additional lands that improve
watershed and other natural resource conditions, reduce agency managestserdnd
provide additional outdoor recreational opportunities forAheericanpublic.

Funding forproposed2010 L& WCF acquisitionds for the acquisitiorof a few privately
owned tractgshatalreadyborder andor aretotally surroundedby federallyowned lands
within the Chattahooche& Oconee National Forest The watershedsontained within
these two forestsupply the drinking water for the largest urban areas iretiiee State
of Georgia. Lands alonghese riparian systems also provideexelled recreational
opportunitiesfor visitors, and areritical habitats fomany rarethreatened, endangered,
or sensitiveplant and animadpecies



Most of thefederalacreagec ont ai ned wi thin Congresso6 procl
ChattahoochedNatiomal Forestis a relatively short drive from metropolitan Atlanta,

which has an estimated populationnaefarly 5300,000residents. Similarly, the city of

Macon is just south of the Oconee National Forest and has a population estimated to be

just under 40@O0 residents.In the past decade or twbpth Atlanta andMacon hae

significantly expanded in directisrtoward these two national forests

Because of thisgype influence most vacant, privately owned parcels w@arder intense
pressurdo become ruralesidentialdevelopmerg or recreational residential @homes)

as people mavfrom surrounding urban areasch asAtlanta, Macon,Athens, Augusta,
Dalton, Gainesville,and Chattanoogan orderto escape city life and all its pressures.
Unfortunately, tle tracts that are often most desirable for private development are those
fronting along our sensitive riparian systems.The cumulative impact from this
development and population growthusdeniablyhaving an adverse impact ovater,

soil, and certain amal and plant speciesOn the other hand, these type tracts usually
provide superior recreational opportunities for public land ydewus once they are
developed most types of outdoor recreational ase$ost in perpetuity.

For these reasons, the @hhoochee€conee National Forests respectfully submits the
following projectswithin these watershedsr FY 2010 L&WCF.

ETOWAH RIVER WATERSHED:

The Nature Conservand’NC) and U.S. Forest Service have joindnd successfully

worked together within his important riparianystem for several yearsThe Etowah

Ri ver is vitally important. The watehieLakeegi onds
Allatoonais supplied mainly bythe Etowah River This lake is located in northwest

metro Atlanta and provideabout forty three million gallons of water each day to the

Cobb County Water Authority aloneRecreational use duringertainyears on Lake

Allatoona has been higher than on any of the other 450 Corps of Engineers projects in the

entire United States aaabng to somereports. The Etowah River also provides the

water br Cartersville, Georgia, and is one of the favbutariesthat form the Coosa

River, which eventually flows west into the State of Alabama.

A map is attached to this report which demaatsgsome otthekey accomplishmentae

have achievedto datein this riparian system The Etowah River, and its tributaries,
provide habitat for many aquatic animal and plant species, incladilegast 18isted as
threatened or endangeredhis list includes nine fish (four of which exist only in the
Etowah River basin), five mussels, a species of snail, and a certain type of mayfly which
is very important tothe life cycle oftrout inhabiting this system. The Etowah Dairter
listed as endangered aisdfound onlyin this drainage.

We now have ampportunity to purcheea 129acretractthat is currently on thepen
market and contains Ward Creek, a primary tributafrghe Etowah River watershed.
This tract already adjoins the national forestwedl within an area known to havare
andthreatened plant and animal species, iastlides nearlyne mileof double frontage



along themain channel of Ward CreekThe U.S.D.A. Soil Survefor the drainage area
containing Ward Creek identifies it as aosty perennial streamvith significant
adjacentwetland acreage also being located on the propdrtys tract isonly situated

just over one mile north of the Etowah RivAn L&WCF purchaseof this property will

go a very long way in supporting thegsificant contributions already made by our
partner, TNCTNC has secured millions of dollars and hundreds of acres in this area and
hasoftentimesdonated acreage to the Ageraytright, or atabargain price

The current owners have indicated a williega to work with us angill take the 129

acre property off the market if L&WCHRindscan be secured. This is a very welcome
gesture, since there are some upscale rural residential developtreatyin close
proximity, and there is no doubt that thiadt along Ward Creek will be bought amadst

likely converted ta use incompatible with our recent conservation efforts on nearby and
adjoining lands. In addition, an acquisition of this property will eliminate thousands of
feet of national forest propgriines and over a dozen corners, which will significantly
reduce ongoing management costs for the Agency. In contrast, the Agency will incur
very little cost in order to make this fine recreational property accessible, safe, and usable
to the general pulal. The current price for this tract is $2,059,0@0ven the abundance

of wetlands and the certainty that the tract will eventually be develdp=e, is a strong
possibility thatthe purchase can be leveragemmewhat by wetland mitigation funds
from the Georgia Land Trust Service Center for pliechasef these streamside lands

There are two othenoteworthytracts downstrearfrom the Ward Creelproperty that are
involved inongoingdiscussions and negotiatiobstween the owner(s) addNC. These
pacels are known as the Dunn Tr&60 + acres)andNoblin Tract(80 + acres) Each of
thesetracts frons along the Etowah River arfwbth areunfortunatelygoing to beoffered
to the markefor sale in the near futureGiven the river access, odds arghithat these
two tractswill be developedand converted to uses that alsoincompatible with the
Agencyods f or est Conerselygthe mausitionfgotlathese.properties
will fully meetthe Chattahoocheblational Forest.andand Resourc®&anagement Plan
objectives, and will protect the significant investmentwe have already made in
improvingwaterquality with past acquisitionalong the Etowah Riveairainage system

All threeof these projects have extensive partnership and cost sipateggial. TNC is
negotiating a purchase price the Dunn and Noblitracts andhereare strong prospects
that theGeorgia Land Trust Service Center will provide funding to help o#fsgtisition
andpurchase cost®r these two riverfrontracts als. The Noblin family has indicated a
definite willingness to work with us, but wants the assurance of L&WCF funding for the
balance of the purchase price, which is yet toctetractuallydetermined Based on
ongoing discussions dnconsultations with TR, we estimate the price will be within
10% of $1,500,000The purchase price for the Dunn Tract will be somewhat less, due to
fewer acres, and probably within 10% of $1,200,000.

All three of hesetracs along the Etowah River watershprbvide excellat hiking, cold
water fishing camping, hunting, wildlife watching, and picnicking opportunities on the
Chattahoochee Nationdtorest. All three tractswould require a low initial cost to



improve theaccess conditions andfrastructure systesalready presnt Given rapidly

growing urban populations in theastern and southern United Statesth the need for

recreatioal opportunities and the potential for damage fiatenseuseon existing lands

have increasedlhese three proposed acquisitions are adhted in Lumpkin County,

which is connected to Atlanta via Georgia Highway 400, a four lane highway that
facilitates arapidt r av e | time from this mountainous ar
capital city. This ease of access creates a situation eviderthree tracts are highly

susceptible to the threat of land conversion.

Watershed protection in th&towah Rver basin is supported by local grassroots
organizations, includin@he Upper Etowah River Alliance, whose members include area
farmers, landaners, and business leaders; local water and sewer authorities; land trusts
andcertainlocal federal and state agenciebhe Georgia Department of Transportation
recently purchased 5@0acresjust upiver from the Dunn Tract.This significant parcel

is used as a wetlandsitigation sie. Thistract will be entirely donated to the dtest
Servicewhen mitigationprojects areceompletedn the next few yearsThe value of this
conveyance to the federal government alone is estihh@gxce=d $7,000,000.

Our partnership isvorking to implement sustainable developmeand preservation

plan in this region, and protection of thiowah Rivetheadwaters is essentfal the
succes®f these efforts and to sustain tredue ofdollars invested on past projectbhe
purchase of th&vard Creek, Dunn, and Nobltracts will providedefinite continuity and
connectivity tathesepast projects and will serve to support ongoing efforts by TNC and
the ForestServiceto protect water qualitythreatened plant and anihspecies, anthe
outdoor recreational activities the Etowah River drainagend north Georgia region

CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER WATERSHED:

Very few rivers have been the topic oo manynews headlineas the Chattahoochee.
This river is a principal watesource and is used or impacts environmental and
economicalconditions in several southern stateghe river flows for several hundred
miles through Georgia arfdrms much ofthe common boundary line between the states
of Alabama and GeorgiaResidents bAtlanta, Georgia rgl on the Chattahoochee River
for drinking wateras do manyndustrialand manufacturing firms for the production of
goods Because of its significanceg\weral onservation groups in thewuthhave formed
coalitiors to protectsectios of theriver. Reportedly, hese groupshave been able to
generatearound100 million dollars to purchadand and conservation easemeaitsng

the entire length of thever.

Our partner,The Conservation Fundas been working to acquire a 1&€re tact along
Andrews Creekand some other secondamyountain streams The tractaltogether
provides protection of about 4,000 linear feet of creeks or streAmdrews Creek is a
primary tributary that flows into the extreme upper headwaters of the Chadttede
River, just on the eastern outskirts of the Mark Trail Wilderness.Area



This property iscommonlyreferred to as the Dyer Tract and the acreage is completely
surrounded by existing national forest lands, except for State Route 75 which fronts along
most of the tr act Olbisink@dngie sitvatedobetweerdHelenyand i n e .
Hiawassee, two Georgia mountain towns that rely heaysyn tourism and outdoor
recreational activitieassociated with the Chattahoochee National Forékts property

is undoubtedly within an area where privately owned land with nice features like the
Dyer Tract is vigorously sought oahd acquiredby landdevelopers.

The Conservation Fund has secured around $70000@tland mitigation fundérom

the Georgia Bnd Trust Service Center for the purchase of this tract that is a short
distance upstream from the mighty Chattahoochee RiVére property could now be
bought outright if $1,100,000 in L&WCF can be secured.

The Dyer property will significantly reduce lib long and short terrmanagementosts
by eliminating thousands of feet t@nd lines andoundary cornersin addition, he tract
is alreadyeasily accessible by the general public and when acquired, will impomess
conditions for the public into terally owned landsiow already within the national
forestsystem The Dyer tract is located in an area fratvides excellent huntinghiking,
trout fishing,and campingpportunities

OCMULGEE & OCONEE RIVER WATERSHEDS :

The Oconee National Forestlcated in the piedmoregion of Georgia and protects
significant stretches of the Oconee and Ocmulgee Ra®msell as several other large
tributaries in the areaThe FY10 L&WCFnomination forthis national foresis a tract

just upstream from the BiGedar Creek, a major tributary of Little Riveilhe Little
River basinflows into Lake Sinclair, which was formed when the waters of the Oconee
River were dammed during the 1950s.

The Trust for Public LandTPL) has been actively involved with acquiriragrtain
privately ownedtracts in and nearthe Oconee National ForestOne of the largest
inholdings located within the Forest is a 900 + acre tract thabwsowned by Plum
Creek Timber Company. This tract is also leased by the Georgia Departmeatticdl N
Resources and managed apart of the Cedar Creek Wildlife Management Are®LT
currently has the property under option gahs toeventually acquire the tract, possibly

in a two phased purchase.& WCF monies are badly needed to facilitate erentual
acquisition of the whole tract for the Forest Servi$8,000,000 isequestedo complete

the whole project and to prevent this tract from going back on the open market, possibly
jeopardizing the preservation of this property.needed, dds ae good that matching
funds from the Georgia Land Trust Service Center can be obtained to shore up our
L&WCF dollars. The sum of these leveraged dollars will depend on the amount of
wetland mitigation funds that have been placed into the account.

Federalownership of his total inholdingtract will providesignificantcost savings due to
lands consolidationand continuityin this part of theOconeeNational Forest. It is
essential to purchase this large unbroken inholding while #tils available at a



reasonable pricm orderto protect the integrity of theational brest. This tract contains
miles of important tributaries that flow into Big Cedar Creek and it is in an area already
inhabited by the Re@ockaded woodpecker and other types of threatem endangered
plants and animalsin addition, tiis is an excellenbutdoorrecreational tracthat will
provide morehunting, fishing,canoeing,camping, hiking, birdwatching, horseback
riding and swimming opportunities to the public.

In recent yea, he Georgia River Network has focusedich oftheir attentionon the
Ocmulgee and Ocondeiver drainages. This is due tdhigh value recreatial potential

and significant historical resources associated with the ripariamridors of the rivers.

This interest by agencies, citizens and businesses in the area has generated an effort to
develop astakeholdercommittee that will look at the long term protection of these
corridors. The Brest Servicewill be an active partner is this effort, with tlegoirg
objective being to consolidateeselandsand protect theseniqueripariansystems.

CONASAUGA RIVER WATERSHED

The Forest Service has been invited to purchase @ad®@Oinholding tract directly from

the landowner that is on the outskirts of the Cwhuwilderness Area within the
Chattahoochee National Forest. This tract can only be reached through a network of
forest service roads but is less than one mile from the main channel of the Conasauga
River. This river is a very popular destination for madrecreational enthusiastad
provides aquatic habitat for dozens of fish and mussels, including two dozen that are
federally listed as being rare or threatened.

This property is being offered to the Agency for $240,000, or $1,500 per Acpeice

like this for land in northern Georgia is unheard of, and it behooves the Agency to buy
this tract while an offer has been extended in such good faithe landowner has
indicated that he prefers to work first with the Forest Service before looking at other
alternatives such as placing the property onto the open market or into the hands of a real
estate agent.

Despite being located in a rugged, mountainous area of the national forest, the overall

topography of this tract is good. There are also some srézah eventually feed into
the Conasauga River that add much appeal to the tract.

HOLLY CREEK WATERSHED :

TNC and the BrestServicehave been working in the Holly Creek watershed for the past
severalyears in an effort to consolidatederal landsandto protect critical habitat for
three federally endangered species of fish atellenendangered species of mussels.
These species are located directly downstream fromexiséingforest boundary.In the

past we havebeensuccessful iracquiing L& WCF funding to protect 452 acres and
thousands of featlong the streamside 6folly Creek and its tributaries. This effort has
evenbeen supported by a $1,000,000 grant from the Fish and Wildlife Service to TNC.



The McCrainie familyhasnow decided to divst of about1500+ acres in the headwaters

of Holly Creek. Thdandowners areurrentlyin ongoing negotiations with TNC to sell
these properties in a long term phased project. This project will be supported by Georgia
Land Trust Service Center fundirfgn initial $500,000 is committed). This tract is
essential to protecting the integrity of the Holly Creek water quality and riparian system.
The tract is being described within tH¥ 10 report because of the important nature of
this project and becausgetime it will quite possibly be elevated to a number one priority

for the Chattahooche®conee National Forest as negotiations unfold.

CONCLUSION

Each of he proposed acquisitions will reduce co$br ongoing mtional forest
management. Each of the aminatedtractsis an inholding andits acquisition will
eliminate potential title claims, encroachmemdsd costs to processnd administer
easemerst and other special useslt is estimated that the savings in boundéng
maintenancealone will be over $20,000annually Future coss to possibly acquire
easements into National Forest lands over and through the proposed acquisitions will be
eliminatedby their acquisition with FY10 L&WCF dollars

All of the aforementionegbroposedand acquisitions meestrategic goaland objectives
by preventing land conversion to incompatible ug@syiding excellentand enhanced
outdoor recreatical opportunitiesfor the public and directly improwe and protect
riparianwatershed conditiongJndoubtedlytheseprgects will move tie Chattahoochee
Oconee National érest in the directianrequired by theJSDA Forest Service Strategic
Plana nd t h elLardand KResoufces Management Plaxl of theseprojects clearly
meet the seven minimum criteria for new projezs$soutlined within the L&WCF call
letter prepared by Gregory C. Smith, National Director of Landshe USDA Forest
Service

There is strong and growing public concern over the intense developmetant land
within and adjacent to th€hattahooche®coneeNational Forest boundaried/ery

rarely do theseevelopmert positively benefitcritical habitas and ecosystemsSupport

for vacant landacquisitiors by the Forest Service comes from local, state, regional and
national organizations, includingh® Trust for Public Lands, The Nature Conservancy,
The Conservation Fund, The Appalachian Trail Conference, Southern Environmental
Law Center, Georgia Forest Watch, local Sportsmen, Trout Unlimited, The Wilderness
Society, Georgia Bpartment oNaturalResurces several bcal CountyCommissioners,
Congressional Staffshe University of Georgia, the Upper Etowah River Alliantmgal
businesdeadersand the Georgia River Network.



FY 10 L&WCF

TRACT NOMINATIONS

LOCATION MAPS
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