
Congressman Doug Collins of Georgia's 9th Congressional District introduced the 
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest Land Adjustment Act (H.R. 470) on January 22, 2015. 
The text of this bill can be accessed on the GovTrack 
website (https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/hr470/text). "This bill would eliminate 
federal waste, saving taxpayer money, and provide more opportunities to Georgians from 
around the state to enjoy our beautiful region," said the Ninth District Republican. 
  
The 30 tracts of land referenced in this bill are disconnected from core lands of the 
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest, and total approximately 3,841 acres. The Forest 
Service, along with The Nature Conservancy and The Conservation Fund, agree that the 
locations of these parcels make them suitable for sale.   
  
Proceeds from the adjustment will go into a federal account that the USFS may use only to buy 
critical properties within the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest from willing sellers. In other 
words, the generated funds will only be spent purchasing land for sale inside the existing USFS 
proclamation boundary in Georgia, and cannot be used to support salary or other annual 
operating expenses.  
 
Comments provided by The Nature Conservancy can be found on their website (nature.org) and 
on The Conservation Fund website (conservationfund.org). 
  
Betty Jewett, Forest Supervisor of the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest, said,  "We 
appreciate Congressman Collins' support for the Forest Service and public lands in Georgia." 
 
The legislation is similar to a bill introduced in the 113th Congress by U.S. Senators Chambliss 
and Isakson (GA) in July 2014, and is modeled after legislation at other National Forests 
including those enacted into law in Arkansas and Florida in the 108th Congress; Mississippi and 
Texas in the 106th Congress, and Virginia in the 105th Congress.  
  
This legislation has the potential to provide the Forest Service with much-needed funds to 
acquire critical lands within the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest, and protect the forest 
and watersheds these lands contain from further development and fragmentation.  However, 
Georgia ForestWatch wants to ground-survey these tracts and further research possible 
ramifications of this legislation if passed.  ForestWatch will continue to follow the progress of 
H.R. 470 and will provide updates as they become available. Thank you for your continued 
support of Georgia’s national forests. 
  
 


