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Request for Comments 

Cooper Creek Watershed Project 

 

Dear Forest Stakeholder: 

 

The Blue Ridge Ranger District, Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests, is beginning the 

environmental analysis process for proposed management activities located on National Forest lands in 

Cooper Creek and adjacent watersheds in Union County, Georgia.  The proposal includes activities to: 

(1) restore native plant communities, (2) enhance wildlife habitat conditions, and (3) improve forest 

health.  These activities are tentatively scheduled to begin in 2016. 

 

We are seeking your input and encourage you to participate by providing your comments on these 

proposed actions.  Your comments will be used to identify relevant issues and help guide the 

environmental analysis.   

 

Project Area Location and Description 

 
The project is located in the Cooper Creek watershed (HUC# 060200030102) and the adjacent Coosa 

Creek (HUC# 060200020505) and Youngcane Creek (HUC# 060200020506) watersheds, in Union 

County Georgia.  A portion of the area is in the Cooper Creek Wildlife Management Area which is 

cooperatively managed by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources.  The majority of the 

proposed activities will occur in Management Prescriptions 7.E.1 –Dispersed Recreation Areas, 7.E.2- 

Dispersed Recreation Areas with Vegetation Management, 9.H- Management, Maintenance, and 

Restoration of Plant Associations to their Ecological Potential.  Portions of the proposed prescribed 

burns also will occur in Management Prescriptions 3.A – Coosa Bald National Scenic Area, 4.F.2 

Regional Forester Designated Scenic Areas, and 4.H.  Forest-Designated Outstandingly Remarkable 

Streams.  The Cooper Creek Watershed has been identified as a priority watershed on the 

Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests because of its important ecological values, resource related 

concerns that needed to be addressed, and strong partnership opportunities. 

 

Purpose and Need 

 
The purpose and need for action was informed by the Cooper Creek Watershed Assessment 

(completed in 2011), the Watershed Restoration Action Plan (WRAP) for the Cooper Creek Watershed 

(completed in 2011), the Cooper Creek Ecological Classification System (ECS) (completed in 2013) 

and the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan).  

The watershed assessment described Current Condition, Desired Future Condition, and Possible 

Management Practices/Opportunities for each resource area. In addition, related Forest Plan Goals and 

Objectives and Inventory Needs also were identified.  The Cooper Creek WRAP identified specific 

actions that could be taken to improve conditions in the watershed.  The Cooper Creek ECS system 

was developed through a spatial analysis of landscape variables to produce a map of potential 

vegetation for the area.  The ECS was used to identify actions needed to move the area toward desired 
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conditions and to match objectives identified in the watershed assessment to the most ecologically 

appropriate portions of the project area.  

 

Many of the stands in the project area are dense and overcrowded, with limited understory or ground 

cover diversity.  Due to limited use of prescribed fire over the last few decades, advanced oak 

regeneration is limited and white pine has encroached into many of the hardwood stands and now 

comprises a substantial portion of the understory and midstory.  The purpose of the Cooper Creek 

Watershed project is to restore native plant communities, enhance wildlife habitat conditions, and 

improve forest health.  The project will address a number of Forest Plan Goals and Objectives 

including: 

 

GOAL 2 A diversity of habitat will be provided for the full range of native and other desired species. 

Sufficient amounts of interior or late-successional habitat as well as early-successional habitat will be 

provided to meet needs of all successional communities. Early successional habitat will be well 

distributed in all forest types, elevations, aspects, and slopes including riparian corridors 

 

GOAL 3 Enhance, restore, manage and create habitats as required for wildlife and plant communities, 

including disturbance-dependent forest types. 

 

OBJECTIVE 3.1 Within the first 10 years of Plan implementation restore 1,100 acres of 

shortleaf pine forests on the Chattahoochee on sites where they once likely occurred. 

 

OBJECTIVE 3.4 Within the first 10 years of Plan implementation restore 10,000 acres of open 

woodlands, savannas, and grasslands on the Chattahoochee. Once created, maintain woodlands, 

savannas, and grasslands on a five-year burning cycle or less. 

 

OBJECTIVE 3.6 Within the first 10 years of Plan implementation restore oak or oak-pine 

forests on 1,250 acres on the Chattahoochee on appropriate sites currently occupied by pine 

plantations or other hardwood species such as gum and maple. 

 

OBJECTIVE 3.7 To maintain existing oak and oak-pine forests, reduce stem density on 5,500 

acres on the Chattahoochee of these forest types within the first 10 years of Plan 

implementation. 

 

OBJECTIVE 3.8 Create and maintain an annual average of 300 acres above 3,000 feet 

elevation In early-successional habitats, achieving 3,000 acres within the first 10 years of Plan 

implementation. This acreage may be comprised of regenerating forests (0-10 years), utility 

rights-of-way, and open woodlands. 

 

GOAL 4 Maintain and restore natural communities in amounts, arrangements, and conditions capable 

of supporting viable populations of existing native and desired nonnative plants, fish, and wildlife 

species within the planning area. 

 

GOAL 7 Manage forest ecosystems to maintain or restore composition, structure, and function within 

desired ranges of variability. 

 



 

 

OBJECTIVE 7.1 Within 10 years of Plan implementation, increase structural diversity by 

creating canopy gaps within closed-canopied mid- and late-successional mesic deciduous 

forest, including old growth restoration areas. 

• 10,800 acres on the Chattahoochee 

 

GOAL 8 Contribute to maintenance or restoration of native tree species whose role in forest  

ecosystems: (a) has been reduced by past land use; or (b) is threatened by insects and disease, fire 

exclusion, forest succession, or other factors. 

 

OBJECTIVE 8.1 To maintain shortleaf pine forests on the Chattahoochee in desired conditions: 

• Thin over-story trees on an average of 400 acres per year of this forest type. 

• Reduce hardwood mid-story on an average of 6,000 acres per year of this forest type. 

 

GOAL 9 Manage through protection, maintenance, or restoration, a variety of large, medium, and 

small old growth patches to provide biological and social benefits. 

 

GOAL 49 Close and restore unneeded roads and motorized trails.  

 

OBJECTIVE 49.1 Over the first 15 years of Plan implementation close at least 50 percent of 

open roads and/or motorized vehicle trails unneeded for public access or to accomplish long-

term forest management objectives. 
 

GOAL 61 Expand the role of fire to recover and sustain short interval fire-adapted ecosystems through 

the use of both prescribed and managed ignition fires, including allowing lightning-caused fire to 

function, as much as possible, as a natural process; especially in Wilderness or other custodial 

management 

areas. 

 

Proposed Action 
 

The proposed action includes the following elements: 

 

(1) Vegetation Management (commercial timber harvest, prescribed burning, stand 

improvement, site preparation, and reforestation treatments);  

(2) Road Access (System Road reconstruction, temporary road construction, seasonal and year-

round closures and changes to road maintenance levels) 

 

(1)Vegetation Management:  

 

Oak/Oak-Pine Thinning (Goal 3, Obj. 3.7):  

Proposed Action- The Blue Ridge Ranger District is proposing to commercially reduce the basal area 

(BA) in overstocked, oak-dominated stands.  The purpose of the treatment is to encourage oak 

regeneration and improve the health and vigor of these stands.  Additional benefits, such as increased 

herbaceous understory, may also be achieved.  Most of these stands are on north facing aspects that are 

dominated by chestnut oak with declining white and northern red oak populations.   

The treatment may be accomplished using ground based equipment and undesirable species such as 

yellow poplar and red maple may require herbicide treatments to reduce sprouting.  Residual BA may 

vary with each stand, but will not be reduced to less than 60ft
2 

per acre.  One of the objectives is to 



 

 

restore and sustain the more desirable white and red oak species, therefore those species will be high 

priority for retention.     

 

Compartment Stand Forest Type Age Acres 

398 10 Chestnut oak 108 18 

398 23 Chestnut oak 117 32 

398 37 Chestnut oak, Northern red oak 111 13 

399 20 Chestnut oak, Scarlet oak, White pine 99 20 

505 7 Chestnut oak, White oak 110 29 

      Total 112 

 

 

Pine/Pine-Oak Thinning (White Pine Removal) (Goal 3, Obj. 3.6):  
The stands proposed for pine thinning are high density white pine dominated stands of varying ages.  

The white pine is considered off-site, and many of these stands have minor components of oak, red 

maple, and yellow poplar.  The proposal is to reduce the BA of these stands by focusing on 

commercial white pine removal using ground based equipment.  Other undesirable species such as 

yellow poplar and red maple may be removed and may require herbicide treatment to prevent stump 

sprouts.  These treatments will improve the health and vigor of the stands and will release desirable 

oak species, thus restoring oak to its native sites.  In those stands where sufficient oak regeneration is 

not present, thinning will allow sunlight to reach the forest floor stimulating oak regeneration over 

time.  Residual BA for thinning may vary with each stand but will not be less than 60ft
2
 per acre. 

 

Compartment Stand Forest Type Age Acres 

398 7 White pine 88 55 

398 33 White pine, Virginia pine 88 22 

399 12 White pine, Chestnut oak, Northern red oak 81 38 

399 14 White pine, White oak, Northern red oak 88 21 

399 21 White pine 30 30 

399 49 White pine 31 21 

399 59 White pine, White oak, Chestnut oak 94 12 

503 32 White pine, White oak, Chestnut oak 89 32 

504 10 White pine 53 44 

504 12 White pine 109 86 

504 16 White pine 89 65 

504 17 White pine, Red maple, Chestnut oak 119 43 

504 28 White pine, Hemlock 89 95 

504 30 White pine 89 29 

504 50 White pine, Chestnut oak, Scarlet oak 54 12 

505 11 White pine, White oak, Yellow poplar 41 20 



 

 

505 12 
White pine, White oak, Scarlet oak, Chestnut 

oak 
110 68 

505 23 White pine, Hemlock, White oak 100 17 

505 25 White pine, White oak, Chestnut oak 106 36 

505 26 White pine 30 21 

505 27 White pine, White oak, Chestnut oak 30 11 

505 29 White pine 98 25 

505 30 White pine 98 19 

505 31 White pine 100 21 

      Total 843 

 

 

Canopy Gap Thinning (Goal 7, Obj. 7.1):  
Canopy gap thins have many definitions, but for our purposes they may be defined as a stand level 

reduction in basal area (BA) combined with small openings up to 0.5 acres each.  Thinning may be 

accomplished commercially with ground based equipment. 

 

The primary purpose of canopy gap thinning is to increase structural diversity in mesic hardwood 

stands to enhance habitat for bird species including the cerulean warbler (Dendroica cerulea).  In 

addition, the reduction in BA will allow sunlight to reach the forest floor stimulating oak regeneration. 

The stands are mostly mid-successional mature mesic hardwood stands consisting of yellow poplar, 

chestnut oak, white oak, northern red oak, and hickory.  White pine is a minor component in a few of 

the stands and chestnut oak is abundant.  Stands are overstocked with closed canopies.  Residual BA 

may vary with each stand, but will not be reduced to less than an average of 60ft
2
 per acre.  The 

dominant trees in these stands will be selected for retention and will include oaks and other soft and 

hard mast producing species.  

 

 

Compartment Stand Forest Type Age Acres 

398 6 Chestnut oak 104 8 

398 8 White oak, Northern red oak, Hickory 109 37 

398 12 Chestnut oak 104 27 

398 16 Chestnut oak 89 16 

398 17 White pine, Yellow poplar 32 25 

398 19 Yellow poplar 89 18 

398 24 Chestnut oak, Yellow poplar 114 86 

398 25 
Chestnut oak, Yellow poplar, White oak, Northern 

red oak 
117 51 

398 28 Yellow poplar, White oak, Northern red oak 108 52 

399 2 Chestnut oak 108 16 

399 3 Yellow poplar 78 11 

399 6 Chestnut oak 99 42 

399 37 
Chestnut oak, Yellow poplar, White oak, Northern 

red oak 
98 49 



 

 

399 62 
Chestnut oak, Yellow poplar, White oak, Northern 

red oak 
99 28 

   Total 466 

 

Early Successional Forest Habitat (Goal 2):     
Stands proposed for regeneration range from true cove stands consisting primarily of yellow poplar to 

more xeric stands dominated by oak species.  The primary purpose of regenerating these stands is to 

improve habitat conditions for species such as ruffed grouse, golden-winged warbler and other early 

successional species.   Secondary objectives include restoration of oak on sites where white pine is 

dominating but not ecologically appropriate and oak maintenance in existing oak stands.   

White pine stands will likely require complete overstory removal, after harvest site preparation 

treatments, planting of native oak species, and subsequent release treatments.  Site preparation 

treatments may include chemical and/or non-chemical methods such as prescribed burning.  Stands 

will be harvested with a two-aged with reserves method, retaining an approximately 20ft
2
 BA of 

overstory trees per acre.  Stands may require post-harvest chemical release treatments to reduce 

competition from undesirable species. 

 

Compartment Stand Forest Type Age Acres 
Post-Harvest 

Cultural Treatments 

398 5 Yellow poplar 104 15 na  

398 32 White pine 32 20 Site prep, planting, release 

399 8 Yellow poplar 88 22  na 

399 50 Yellow poplar, Northern red oak 98 18 Release 

399 54 Chestnut oak, Northern red oak, Yellow poplar 99 27 Release 

504 15 White oak, White pine, Chestnut oak 120 42 Release 

504 26 Northern red oak, Chestnut oak, Hickory 164 41 Release 

504 31 White pine 54 28 Site prep, planting, release 

505 28 Chestnut oak, Black oak, White oak 120 18 Release 

505 32 Chestnut oak, Scarlet oak, Northern red oak 110 22 Release 

      Total 253   

 

 

Woodland Restoration (Goal 3, Obj. 3.4): 

Woodland habitat is a type of early successional habitat that is important to a number of species of 

concern.  The stands proposed for woodland restoration vary in age, density, and diameter range, but 

are all primarily oak dominated stands on south facing slopes and xeric sites.  Many of these stands are 

above 3,000 feet in elevation making them suitable for high elevation early successional habitat as 

well.  

   
The stands proposed for woodland restoration have been separated into two categories by the treatment 

type.  The first table includes stands that are being considered for commercial thinning to achieve the 

woodland state, while the second table includes stands proposed for non-commercial thinning.  To 

achieve the desired condition, the density of the stands will need to be reduced to less than 60ft
2
 per 

acre of BA, and will require prescribed burning.  Until the desired condition has been reached, burning 

intensity, frequency and seasonality will be guided by project-level monitoring.    Species selected for 



 

 

retention would include fire tolerant hardwoods and yellow pines.  Commercial thinning would be 

accomplished using ground based equipment.   Post-harvest herbicide treatments may be necessary to 

encourage the dominance of herbaceous species, and reduce sprouting of undesirable hardwoods such 

as yellow poplar, and red maple. 

 

 

Compartment Stand Forest Type Age Acres 

503 6 Chestnut oak, White oak, Scarlet oak 121 18 

503 7 White pine, Chestnut oak, White oak 90 44 

503 34 White oak, Scarlet oak, White pine 131 21 

504 4 Chestnut oak, White oak, Scarlet oak 119 59 

504 5 Chestnut oak, White oak, Black oak 109 39 

504 7 Chestnut oak, White oak, Black oak 119 44 

504 8 Chestnut oak, White oak, Scarlet oak 119 38 

504 9 Chestnut oak 129 34 

504 18 Chestnut oak, Northern red oak 119 58 

505 3 Chestnut oak, Scarlet oak 113 12 

505 4 Scarlet oak, White oak, Chestnut oak 103 29 

505 6 Chestnut oak, White oak, White pine 124 30 

505 9 White oak, White pine 110 36 

505 15 Chestnut oak, Northern red oak, Black oak 38 18 

505 21 White pine, Chestnut oak, Scarlet oak 38 38 

505 22 Black oak, White pine 100 10 

506 1 White pine, Chestnut oak, White oak 57 21 

506 28 White pine, White oak, Chestnut oak 62 26 

633 17 Chestnut oak, Scarlet oak, White oak 133 10 

633 19 White oak, Scarlet oak, Northern red oak, White pine 53 12 

633 24 Northern red oak, Scarlet oak, White oak 103 44 

      Total 641 

 

 

The following table includes stands proposed for non-commercial thinning.  This treatment would be 

accomplished by cutting trees manually with a chainsaw and/or using an herbicide treatment.  In both 

cases, woody material will be left on site. 

 

Compartment Stand Forest Type Age Acres 

503 31 
Chestnut oak, Northern red oak, Yellow 

poplar 
141 39 

503 33 White oak, Northern red oak, White pine 23 22 

504 1 Chestnut oak, Black oak 119 40 



 

 

633 18 Chestnut oak, Scarlet oak, White oak 133 14 

633 29 Chestnut oak, White oak, Red maple 53 8 

      Total 123 

 

 

Midstory Treatment (Goal 3, Obj. 3.7):    
The purpose of the midstory treatment is to allow enough sunlight to the forest floor to stimulate new 

and existing oak regeneration while providing enough shade to suppress shade intolerant species such 

as yellow poplar.  The desired result is oak regeneration that is at least 4.5 feet tall in preparation for 

stand regeneration.  The majority of these oak dominated stands are on north facing aspects 

(Compartments 398 and 399) where yellow poplar is very competitive, the remaining stands are on 

south facing aspects.  Stands vary in the density of the midstory, but all have little to no oak 

regeneration, and where present is in the seedling stage.  

 

This treatment would be accomplished by cutting trees manually with a chainsaw and/or using a 

herbicide treatment.  In both cases, woody material will be left on site.  To prevent undesirable shade 

intolerant species from regenerating, the overstory canopy should be left intact, and no more than 30% 

of the total BA treated. Follow up treatments may be necessary. 

 

Compartment Stand Forest Type Age Acres 

398 3 Chestnut oak, Northern red oak 117 53 

398 1  Chestnut oak, White oak, Northern red oak 105 14 

398 9 Yellow poplar, Chestnut oak, Northern red oak 108 21 

398 11 Chestnut oak 117 19 

398 29 White oak, Chestnut oak 108 12 

398 34 White oak, White pine, Yellow poplar 88 11 

399 1 Northern red oak, Chestnut oak 99 45 

399 5 White pine 78 21 

399 7 Chestnut oak, Scarlet oak, Northern red oak 98 25 

399 11 Chestnut oak, Yellow poplar 98 43 

399 13 White pine, Northern red oak 68 23 

399 15 Chestnut oak, Northern red oak 119 26 

399 16 Chestnut oak, White oak, Northern red oak 118 9 

399 17 Chestnut oak, Northern red oak, Yellow poplar 98 45 

399 19 Northern red oak, Chestnut oak, Yellow poplar 133 27 

399 22 Northern red oak, Chestnut oak, Yellow poplar 104 21 

399 23 Yellow poplar, Chestnut oak 93 15 

399 27 Chestnut oak, Northern red oak, White pine 103 43 

399 28 Chestnut oak 108 48 

399 30 Chestnut oak, Northern red oak, Yellow poplar 99 24 

399 31 Chestnut oak, White oak, Northern red oak 103 14 

399 35 White oak, Chestnut oak, Northern red oak 98 59 



 

 

399 36 White oak, Chestnut oak, Northern red oak 93 17 

399 38 Chestnut oak, Scarlet oak, Red maple 88 23 

399 45 Chestnut oak, Northern red oak 98 46 

399 46 Chestnut oak, Scarlet oak, Northern red oak 98 67 

399 51 Chestnut oak, Northern red oak 94 13 

399 52 Chestnut oak, Scarlet oak, Yellow poplar 99 11 

399 56 Chestnut oak, White pine 98 12 

399 57 Chestnut oak, White oak, Northern red oak 99 15 

399 58 Northern red oak, Chestnut oak 99 39 

504 13 Black oak, White oak, Chestnut oak 119 23 

504 20 White oak, Black oak 129 19 

504 21 White pine, Chestnut oak 119 13 

504 24 Chestnut oak, White pine 119 57 

505 8 Chestnut oak, Scarlet oak 103 41 

505 19 Chestnut oak, Scarlet oak, Yellow poplar 123 16 

505 20 Black oak, White oak, Chestnut oak 107 26 

      Total 1056 

 

 

Release (Goal 3, Obj. 3.7):    
The following stands were regenerated between 1970 and 1990.  They were harvested by complete 

overstory removal without ensuring the presence of advanced oak regeneration resulting in stands 

dominated by yellow poplar.  However, oaks are present in sufficient quantity that a crop tree release 

would transition the stand into a more desirable oak dominated condition. 

 

The release would be accomplished with manual chainsaw felling and/or herbicide treatments, with 

woody material left on site.  Only those trees competing with desirable oaks or other soft and hard 

mast producing species would be treated, and would most likely include red maple and yellow poplar.   

 

Compartment Stand Forest Type Age Acres 

399 18 Yellow poplar, White oak, Northern red oak 40 24 

399 32 Yellow poplar, White oak, Northern red oak 31 24 

399 34 Yellow poplar, White oak, Northern red oak 40 29 

399 53 White pine 23 7 

504 19 Yellow poplar, White oak, Northern red oak 24 41 

504 23 Yellow poplar, White oak, Northern red oak 25 34 

504 25 White oak, Yellow poplar, White pine 34 25 

504 27 Yellow poplar, White oak, Northern red oak 33 24 

504 29 Yellow poplar, White oak, Northern red oak 24 30 

505 17 Yellow poplar 26 22 

      Total 260 

 



 

 

 

Prescribed Fire:  These control burns would be implemented by hand and/or aerial ignition methods 

on a landscape scale, with the desired goal of a mosaic burn pattern.  High to moderate fire intensities 

are desired for the south and west-facing xeric ridges, with moderate intensity fire on the midslopes 

and low intensity backing fires will be used off of the trail and in riparian areas and mesic hardwood 

stands, in order to produce a mosaic of fire effects, allowing the fire to burn naturally.  A site-specific 

burn plan would be prepared for each burn unit.  This plan will describe the weather and fuel 

conditions under which the burn could be safely executed and consider the effects of the fire on other 

resources, including smoke impacts.  All bladed dozer lines used to contain the burns would be re-

vegetated and meet best management practices, after the burn is conducted, using a non-invasive grass 

mixture that is best suited to the area, time of year and benefit to wildlife.  The preferred fire lines will 

consist of existing roads, streams, and constructed hand line while limiting and reducing the amount of 

bladed dozer line. 

 

Burning would take place during the dormant and growing season to achieve the desired fire 

conditions.  The dormant season is defined as approximately November 1
st
 through April 15th, with 

the primary implementation period being February through March and the growing season is 

approximately April 16th through October 30
th

, with the preferred time being April 16
th

 through May.  

After initial treatments, a 3-5 year prescribed fire rotation is expected to be necessary to continually 

maintain the desired conditions. Project level vegetation monitoring will be used to determine exactly 

when and how many prescribed burns are needed to maintain the fire adapted habitats within these 

burn units. 

 

 
 

Prescribed Burn Block Name 

 

Acres 

 

Season 

 

Addie Gap 551 Growing/Dormant 

Bryant Creek 1,375 Growing/Dormant 

Coosa Bald 2,143 Growing/Dormant 

Duncan Ridge (3 Units) 647 Growing/Dormant 

Rich Ridge 1,161 Growing/Dormant 

Spencer Mtn 1,502 Growing/Dormant 

Fish Knob 1,764 Growing/Dormant 
Cliff Ridge 1,543 Growing/Dormant 
Dunsmore Mtn 1,156 Growing/Dormant 
Total 11,842  

 

 

(2) Road Access   

 

System Road Reconstruction:  This will include curve widening/realignment to accommodate timber 

haul activities, reshaping of the road template to restore proper drainage, and as needed, replacement of 

existing culverts.     

 
 

Road Name 

 

Road Number 

 

Estimated 

Mileage 

 

Mulky Gap 4 0.2 

Spenser Mountain 4D 0.6 



 

 

Cooper Creek 33 0.2 

Bryant Creek 33A 0.6 

Duncan Ridge 39 0.7 

Burnett Creek 261 0.3 

Gillespie Branch 287 0.2 

Total  2.8 

 

Temporary Road Construction:  To provide access for the commercial vegetation management 

treatments, up to 5 miles of temporary roads will be constructed, the majority of which will utilize 

previous temporary road templates.  These roads will be closed and revegetated after use.   

 

Year-round and Seasonal Closures and Changes in Road Maintenance Levels:  The 

Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests recently completed a Travel Analysis Process (TAP) that 

identified the road system needed for safe and efficient travel and for the protection, management, and 

use of Forest.  Based on this analysis and other resource considerations, a number of system roads in 

the Cooper Creek Watershed have been proposed for year-round and/or seasonal closure, or 

administrative changes in the road Maintenance Level.   

 
Year-Round Closure:  The following roads would be closed to public use year-round.  Both are dead-

end roads that receive limited use.  The closure of these roads would reduce resource damage and road 

maintenance costs.   

   
 

Road Name 

 

Road Number 

 

Estimated 

Mileage 

 

Mark Helton Branch 33B 4.5 

Duncan Ridge Branch 39B 2.2 

Total  6.7 

 
 

Seasonal Closure:  The following roads or segments of these roads would be closed to public use 

from approximately January 1 to March 15.  These roads would be closed during this period due to 

freezing and thawing conditions that cause the roadbeds to become soft, resulting in a public safety 

hazard as well as rutting and significant resource damage.   

   
 

Road Name 

 

Road Number 

 

Estimated 

Mileage 

 

Flatlands 637  1.5 

Knight Creek 264A  2.9 

Longcove Creek 264B  1.2 

Gillespie Branch 287  2.0 

Dixon Branch 88  3.7 

Duncan Ridge (portion) 39  3.0 

Bryant Creek 33A  3.3 

Sea Creek 264  4.0 

Total  21.6 

 

 



 

 

Change in Road Maintenance Levels: The Road Maintenance Levels would be changed for the 

following roads.   These roads are in the Lake Winfield Scott Recreation Area and the change more 

accurately reflects the current level of maintenance.   

   
 

Road Name 

 

Road Number 

 

Mileage 

 

Change in ML* 

 

Lake Winfield Scott Branch C 37C 0.1 ML2 to ML 4 

Lake Winfield Scott Branch D 37D 0.2 ML2 to ML 3 

Total  0.3  

*ML2- Maintained for use by high-clearance vehicles and not suitable for passenger cars 

  ML3- Maintained to be passable to prudent drivers in passenger cars during the normal season of use 

  ML4- Maintained to provide a moderate degree of user comfort and convenience at moderate travel 

speeds for prudent drivers in a standard passenger car during normal season of use 

 

 

How to Submit Your Comments 
 

Specific written comments as defined by §218.2 should be within the scope of the proposed action, 

have a direct relationship to the proposed action, and must include supporting reasons for the 

responsible official to consider. It is the responsibility of all individuals and organizations to ensure 

that their comments are received in a timely manner. To establish standing for objection eligibility, 

scoping comments must be received by June 6, 2013 

 

Comments received in response to this notice, including names and addresses of those who comment, 

will be considered part of the public record on these proposed actions and will be available for public 

inspection. Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered; however, anonymous 

comments will not provide the agency with the ability to provide the respondent with subsequent 

environmental documents. A 30 day Notice and Comment period will be provided at a future date 

(§218.24). Only those who respond to this request for comments will remain on the mailing list for this 

project. 

 

Specific written comments must be submitted to: Andrew L. Baker, District Ranger, 2042 Highway 

515 West, Blairsville, GA 30512, fax (706-745-7494), office (706-745-6928). The office business 

hours for those submitting hand-delivered comments are: 8:00 am to 11:30 am and 12:30 pm to 4:30 

pm Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. Electronic comments must be submitted in a format 

such as an email message, plain text (.txt), rich text format (.rtf), or Word (.doc, .docx) to 

jwentworth@fs.fed.us. 

 

An objection period, if required, will follow the regulation found in §218.7.  For objection eligibility 

(§218.5), only those who have submitted timely, specific written comments during any designated 

opportunity for public comment may file an objection. Issues to be raised in objections must be based 

on previously submitted specific written comments regarding the proposed project and attributed to the 

objector, unless the issue is based on new information that arose after a designated opportunity to 

comment (§218.8(c)). 

 

Please state “Cooper Creek Watershed Project” in the subject line when providing electronic 

comments, or on the envelope when replying by mail.  

 

mailto:jwentworth@fs.fed.us


 

 

Electronic versions of the information provided in this scoping notice are available on the Forest’s 

website at: http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/conf/landmanagement/projects 

 

If you have questions related to this project please contact Jim Wentworth, Wildlife Biologist, of the 

Blue Ridge Ranger District at (706) 745-6928 extension 107 or jwentworth@fs.fed.us. 

 

I look forward to your participation in the management of the Blue Ridge Ranger District. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/s/ Andrew L. Baker 
 

ANDREW L. BAKER 

District Ranger 
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